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U ntitled
Kenneth Rose
I spent a lot of time
in the dilapidated 
apartment
set in a row of
identical apartments 
furnished in early
salvation army, but 
the rent was
sixty-five dollars
a month, all bills
paid, furnished
and the girls didn't
seem to mind the
frayed furniture 
the threadbare carpet 
that greeted them in the 
living room, or 
the cracked linoleum 
in the bedroom 
they even tolerated the
red and black brocaded
bed spread, a wedding 
gift from I don't
remember who many years back 
they kept coming
28 W  E S T V I E W
'
Illustration by Tracy Kent
but
none ever stayed 
very long 
most of them were
half-crazy or bent on 
self-destruction, 
but
it didn't make me any difference 
I was in an emotional limbo too 
and
eventually
I managed to scale the ledge 
that protected sanity
from people like me
and
once over the top
I never ventured near enough 
to drop off again
W  E S T  V  I E W 29
